
 

 
Facts vs. Fear:  

A Response to the Administration’s Misleading Claims about Refugee 
Resettlement 

 
Administration Claim: “We need to divert resources from the refugee program to address the 
asylum backlog at our border.” 
Reality: There is no need to divert resources from one vulnerable population to help 
another.  
 
● The asylum and refugee programs have successfully operated concurrently for decades. 

There are currently 215,000 refugees in the pipeline awaiting DHS interviews - and we 
cannot neglect those vulnerable refugees.  

● Funds to fully staff both the Refugee Corps and Asylum Division (separate offices under 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services) are already allocated, as they are fee-funded 
from immigration applications. There is no reason to rob Peter to pay Paul.  

● The current asylum backlog is not a result of a lack in asylum officers - but rather a slow 
judicial process that prevents asylum seekers from being heard and cases processed in 
immigration courts in a timely manner.  

● The Refugee Corps is staffed by 155 officers compared to the Asylum Division which is 
staffed by approximately 600 officers, indicating a 2.5:1 ratio of asylum officers to refugee 
officers. Currently, 100 out of 155 refugee officers have been re-allocated to work on asylum 
cases, and 20 officers are not currently active and in the field, leaving only 30 refugee 
officers.  

● Pulling away refugee officers has an extremely harmful effect on refugees - given that it 
limits DHS’ capacity to schedule and conduct interviews. Right now, the administration is 
only set to conduct 27,000 overseas refugee interviews this fiscal year, only around quarter 
of the number of interviews conducted in FY16. 

 
Administration Claim: “The PD for FY18 was 45,000, but we’re only on track to resettle 20,000. 
Why bother setting the PD higher than the amount of refugees we can take?” 
Facts: The low number of refugees admitted this year was caused by the administration’s 
anti-refugee policies and does not reflect processing capacity. 
 
● This record low number is a result of the executive orders that have slowed down the 

process for background checks, halted the program multiple times, and make it impossible 
for approved refugees to travel. 

● Congress has already allocated funding, and DHS has already approved enough individuals 
to resettle 75,000 refugees by the end of this year. The capacity exists to resettle even more 
refugees if the administration would stop damaging the program (there are currently 265,000 
refugees in the resettlement pipeline, 215,000 of which are awaiting to be interviewed by 
DHS).  
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http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/hrf-refugee-admissions-and-the-asylum-division-backlog.pdf
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trumps-refugee-ban-half-refugees-blocked/story?id=50743113
https://immigrationforum.org/article/presidents-budget-request-refugee-asylum-services-fiscal-year-fy-2019/


 

Administration Claim: “Resettling refugees from conflict-ridden countries poses a security threat 
to the United States.”  
Reality: The most difficult way to enter the United States is as a refugee, as each 
individual seeking protection must undergo an exhaustive screening process to enter the 
United States. 
 
● Refugees go through rigorous vetting and background checks: The U.S. government 

thoroughly screens refugees’ backgrounds— an intensive process conducted entirely while 
the refugee is living abroad – involving the Departments of Homeland Security and State, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and national intelligence agencies. U.S. background 
checks are can take up to two years to be conducted. Refugees will not be admitted to the 
United States until after they have passed all security screenings.  

● In October 2017, the Trump administration implemented broad new security procedures, 
including more extensive background checks and an extra 90-day review of vetting 
procedures for refugees from 11 countries.  

● Of the more than 3 million refugees admitted to the U.S. since 1980, not a single refugee 
has committed a lethal terrorist attack on U.S. soil. Multiple studies have shown the refugees 
poses no threat to national security.  

● Refugees do not choose where they are resettled. The United Nations Refugee Agency, 
UNHCR, refers refugees to one of 26 countries that participate in refugee resettlement. 
Those countries then have refugees go through their own security mechanisms, with the 
United States having the most intensive screening process in the world.  

● Refugee resettlement and national security are complementary. UNHCR has highlighted 
that processing methods such as biometric registration and background screenings enhance 
states’ security while also protecting the rights of refugees and asylum seekers. 

● In 2002, the year after 9/11, the Presidential Determination was set at 70,000 and 27,131 
refugees were resettled, then the lowest in the history of the program until now. The Bush 
administration made clear that refugee resettlement was important both morally and in terms 
of foreign policy, and must be preserved. 

 
Administration Claim: “We should help refugees overseas rather than at home” 
Reality: Resettling refugees is one of our strongest diplomatic tools to advance our 
foreign policy and national security objectives. 
 
● Resettlement helps our allies, including Jordan, Kenya, and Egypt, that are struggling to 

host hundreds of thousands of refugees. 
● Resettlement honors the U.S. commitment to protect Iraqis and Afghans whose lives remain 

in danger due to their work for the U.S. military. 
● Resettlement is one of the only durable solutions available for the 44,400 people who are 

forcibly displaced every day. Globally, the forcibly displaced population increased in 2017 by 
2.9 million. By the end of the year, 68.5 million individuals were forcibly displaced worldwide 
as a result of persecution, conflict, or generalized violence. The vast majority of these 
refugees are never able to return home. 

● Resettlement is a last resort for those who cannot return home or rebuild their lives in the 
first country to which they flee. This unfortunately is the case for hundreds of thousands of 
individuals.  

● Currently, less than one percent of the world’s refugees are ultimately resettled to third 
countries, and only a percentage of that number come to the U.S. 
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https://www.uscis.gov/refugeescreening#Enhanced%20Review
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2015/11/20/infographic-screening-process-refugee-entry-united-states
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2015/11/20/infographic-screening-process-refugee-entry-united-states
http://thehill.com/policy/national-security/316720-dhs-trumps-executive-orders-remain-in-place
https://www.rescue.org/article/how-us-refugee-vetting-and-resettlement-process-really-works
https://www.rescue.org/article/how-us-refugee-vetting-and-resettlement-process-really-works
https://www.voanews.com/a/unhcr-refugees-pose-no-threat-to-us-national-security/3697259.html
http://time.com/4024473/taking-in-refugees-is-not-a-risk-to-national-security/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/refugee-resettlement-program-unsuitable-target
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/2/2/14452090/refugee-vetting-difficult
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2017/4/58e4c56a4/security-refugee-protection-complementary-says-unhcr.html
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/data-hub/charts/us-annual-refugee-resettlement-ceilings-and-number-refugees-admitted-united
http://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2017/
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/us-refugee-resettlement-facts.html?query=US%20RESETTLEMENT%20FACTS


 

 
Administration Claim: “Refugees are a drain on our economy” 
Reality: Refugees boost the economy, pay taxes, and fuel job growth. 
 
● Studies have shown that most refugees quickly become self-sufficient. Refugees pay an 

average $21,000 more in taxes than they receive in benefits. 
● Refugees fuel job growth. Forty percent of all Fortune 500 companies were founded by 

refugees, immigrants or their children. Immigrants tend to have higher rates of 
entrepreneurial activity than other segments of the population, and to invest in businesses 
that offer everyday goods and services, a critical component of a strong economy.  

● A report by the Department of Health and Human Services released in July of 2017 shows 
that refugees have brought in a net $63 billion in revenue over the past decade.  

● In 2015, 13% of refugees (181,463 people) were entrepreneurs, generating $4.6 billion in 
total business income.  

● According to the Washington Post, after six-years in the United States, refugees work at 
higher rates than their U.S.-born counterparts.  

● A  study in Cleveland, Ohio found that refugee resettlement effectively generates $48 million 
in annual economic activity, supports 650 jobs in a single county alone, and generates 
nearly $2.8 million in taxes to the state and local authorities.  

● A study in Columbus, Ohio found that the contributions of refugees in one county alone to 
the economy is estimated to be $1.6 billion each year and the local refugee community 
supports an estimated total of 21,273 jobs in the Columbus area. 

● A study in Lancaster, Pennsylvania found that in 2014, foreign-born residents, including 
refugees and immigrants, contributed $1.3 billion to the GDP of Lancaster County, $52.5 
million in state and local taxes, and held $440.5 million in spending power. That same year, 
immigrants in the area contributed more than $62.8 million to Social Security and almost 
$16.4 million to Medicare. 
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http://www.nber.org/papers/w23498
https://greateras1.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FOR-RELEASE-finalCEOrefugees-immigrants-letter.pdf
https://greateras1.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FOR-RELEASE-finalCEOrefugees-immigrants-letter.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/09/19/us/politics/document-Refugee-Report.html?smid=tw-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/us/politics/refugees-revenue-cost-report-trump.html
http://www.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/NAE_Refugees_V5.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/06/13/refugees-give-more-money-to-the-government-than-the-government-gives-to-them-study-says/?utm_term=.6ed846ecea65
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/06/13/refugees-give-more-money-to-the-government-than-the-government-gives-to-them-study-says/?utm_term=.6ed846ecea65
http://www.hias.org/sites/default/files/clevelandrefugeeeconomic-impact.pdf
http://www.hias.org/sites/default/files/clevelandrefugeeeconomic-impact.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/580e4274e58c624696efadc6/t/583c52a09f745683d2d3caae/1480348345068/IMPACT+OF+REFUGEES+ON+CENTRAL+OHIO_2015SP.pdf
http://www.renewoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Lancaster_Brief_FINAL.pdf
http://www.renewoureconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Lancaster_Brief_FINAL.pdf

